
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



428 

considered his humanity a reproach to him. 1 Let the testimony, 
then, of Brian MacCahirKavanagh be to Sir Peters enduring praise, 
who, weaned from rebellion, became his faithful servant and coun- 
sellor, and so faithfully he served, and so much he honoured Sir 
Peter Carew, that after his death, being as one maimed, he con- 
sumed and pined away, and died. 2 

(To he continued.) 



THE DISASTER OF WICK LOW. 

BY DANIEL MAC CARTHY, ESQ. 

The year 1599, the two-and-fortieth of the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, was a remarkable year in our Irish history. " Now was the 
condition of Ireland," writes Camden, "in a manner desperate, for 
almost the whole nation was broke out into rebellion. It was there- 
fore seriously consulted of in England who was the fittest man to 
employ for the quenching of this rebellion. The Queen resolved 
to make the Earl of Essex her Lord Deputy of Ireland and Gene- 
ral of the army. An army was appointed him, as great as he could 
require, and such a one as Ireland had never seen before, to wit 
16,000 foot, and 1300 horse, which was also afterwards made up to 
2000. He had instructions to pass by all other rebels whatsoever, 
and bend his whole force against Tir Oen, the arch Rebel." Essex 
landed in Ireland about the end of March, and, after consultation 
with the Lords of the Council at Dublin, the same sensitive men, 
who had wept over their despatches touching the mournful " Jorney 
of the Blackwater," a few months before — he, "contrary to his in- 
structions, advanced with all his forces against certain petty rebels 
of Munster ; he took Cahir Castle, which was a receptacle of the 
rebels ; he spread a great terror of himself far and near, driving away 
great numbers of cattle, and dispersing the rebels round about into 
the woods and thickets. He returned to Dublin with his army so 
wasted that he was forced to demand a new supply of men." Of 
this notable military promenade of the English army into Munster, 
the documents in the State Paper Office are strangely silent. It is 



1 After expressing to Sir Peter Carew his great grief, and therefore it shall be good that 
resolution, with as good severity as he could, you either rid yourself quiet [quite, qu. ?] of 
" to sweep the house after this general rebel- it, or to follow it as appertained." — Sir H. 
lion," Sir Henry Sidney adds : " The like Sidney to Sir P. Carew, from Dublin, 28th 
good will have I to general reformations, if May, 1570. "Life and Times of Sir P. Ca- 
God would send me such assistance [assis- rew," Appendix, p. 241. 
tants, qu. ?] as my heart desireth, in which my 2 Hooker, in Holinshed, vol. vi. (Ire- 
desire I find you lack, 1 assure you, to my land), p. 372. 
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not surprising that Essex should have felt reluctance to say much 
about it in his despatches ; but Essex had a host of enemies, Cecil 
at the head of them ; and a powerful party at Court had promoted 
his appointment to Ireland, " knowing that there is no more easy 
way to overthrow a man grown popular than by thrusting him for- 
ward in a business which he is unable and unfit for." Hence it is 
surprising that none of the letters written at the time to Cecil should 
contain a word of ridicule at this application of an army, " the great- 
est ever known in Ireland," and which had been sent over expressly 
to revenge the disgrace of the Black water. That the army of Essex 
did upon various occasions encounter the native forces in rebellion 
is undoubted ; and the condition in which it was led back to Dublin 
— "his men wearied out, distressed, and their companies incredibly 
wasted, whereby the Queen was very ill-satisfied, and much troubled 
at this expedition, by which so great loss had been sustained" — en- 
ables us, as well as the silence of Essex, to judge on which side lay the 
superiority in these engagements. That in the days when O' Sulli- 
van wrote, there were traditions in the south of Ireland of victorious 
assaults by the Irish on the retiring English army which English 
historians chose to ignore, is certain : that some of them had reached 
the ear of Cox from other sources than the author whom he attempts 
to discredit, seems evident from the admission reluctantly made at 
the conclusion of the following paragraph: — u O' Sullivan reports 
that Essex's army was 7000 foot, and 900 horse, and that Oweny 
O'Moor, with 500 men, fell upon his rear at Barnagletty, i. e. the 
Gap of Feathers, and did good execution, and took many plumes of 
feathers, which occasioned that name to be given to the place of 
battel ; that the Earl of Desmond (the Sougan Earl) and Redmond 
Bourk came to the relief of Cahir, whereby that siege held ten days ; 
that Essex marched to Lymerick, and thence to Askeaton ; that 
Desmond and Daniel Mac Car thy More 1 laid an ambush for him, 
the ill-management whereof raised a feud between Thomas Plunket 
and Pierce Lacy, wherein the former was slain. That a bloody fight 
was near Crome, where Henry Morris was slain ; and that for six 
days Desmond pursued Essex his rear ; but there is little credit to 
be given to that author, and yet some things that he says must be al- 
lowed to be true." 

Most diligently has search been made through the State Papers of 
the time for some mention of this passage of arms of the Gap of Fea- 
thers; but Essex had forgotten it when he wrote, and the Lords of 
the Council of Dublin were at their wit's end to discover fitting lan- 
guage in which to communicate to their Royal Mistress a recent oc- 

1 He was a character thoroughly well especial torment of the Lord Presidents of 
known to the English Cabinet as " the base Minister, and the terror of the English under- 
soil of the Earl of Clancar ;" and was the takers in that province. 

3l 
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currence, afresh story of the conduct of her troops, which had been 
wholly as remarkable as on the memorable " Jorney of the Black- 
water." Upon that occasion, the recollection of which still rankled 
in the mind of Elizabeth, they had penned a series of despatches, 
in which they had exhausted all the known terms of lamentation 
and alarm ; and in reply the Queen had informed them that they 
ought to be ashamed of themselves, and she had no doubt they 
would be when they recovered their senses. Upon that day of evil 
memory the English forces had been outnumbered, as well as out- 
manoeuvred, by the forces of O'Neill; but now 1500 of her soldiers, 
infantry and choice cavalry, commanded by one of the most expe- 
rienced of her officers, the governor of a province, had been met by 
an Irish force of 200 footmen! and had — exceedingly embarrassed 
the Lords to describe the particulars of the meeting. Hence was 
the story of the Field of Feathers told only round the watch-fires of 
Desmond in the woods of Arlow. 

" Being now resolved," says Camden, " to turn the war upon Tir 
Oen, he (Essex) commanded Sir Coniers Clifford, Governour of 
Connaught, to march with his light-armed companies towards Be- 
lick, that the rebels' forces might be distracted. Clifford, at the 
head of 1400 foot and 100 horse, was met somewhere within the de- 
files of the Curlew Hills by O'Rourke, son of the man who, having 
trailed the image of Elizabeth at his horse's tail, had been captured 
and hanged. 1 The forces of O'Rourke were 200 men ! — Never was 
a defeat more signal, victory more honourable to the Irish, or a re- 
venge sweeter than the revenge of O'Rourke! "Of the English, 
140 men were slain, together with Clifford himself, and Sir Alex- 
ander Ratcliffe, of Odsal, and as many wounded; nay, they had all 
been lost but for the valour of the horse." 

* Brien O'Rourke, a great Lord of Breriny, give judgment according to the articles of 
in Ireland, was now arraigned in Westminster the indictment, he made no other reply but 
Hall. He was charged to have excited and this, — " If they thought good, let it be so." 
encouraged Alexander M'Conell and others Sentence of death being given against him, 
against the Queen ; that he had commanded some few days after he suffered a traitor's 
the Queen's picture, painted in a table, to be death at Tyburn, obstinately and without 
hung at a horse's tail, and hurried about the remorse, scoffing at Meilery Creash (Meiler 
streets in scorn, and at last disgracefully cut M'Grath), Archbishop of Cassils (who be- 
in pieces ; that he had entertained in his gan in the Irish tongue to minister comfort to 
house certain Spaniards that were ship- him), as a man of uncertain faith and credit, 
wrecked, contrary to the Lord Deputy's pro- and a depraved life, who had broken his vow 
clamation, &c. Being made to understand by abjuring the rule of the Franciscans. — 
these accusations by an interpreter (for he See Camden. Respecting this chieftain, the 
understood not English), out of a barbarous historian, Sir Richard Cox, has collected 
insolency he refused to submit himself to a "two pleasant stories;" the pleasantry of 
trial by twelve men, unless (amongst other one of them is undiscoverable ; the other, 
conditions) the Queen herself would sit as w^hich is taken from Bacon's "Essays," is, 
Judge upon the bench. When the Lord that O'Rourke gravely petitioned the Queen, 
Chief Justice of England had answered him not for life or pardon, but that he might be 
by an interpreter, that if he refused to sub- hanged with a gad, or withe, after his own 
mit himself positively to a trial by twelve country's fashion, which, doubtless, was 
men, they were., notwithstanding, by law, to readily granted him. 
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Frequent allusion is made to this defeat, both in the letters of 
Essex and of the Council, but no detailed account of the expedition 
is extant. It is incredible that no official report should have been 
made of such a disaster. If written, it has been lost. Great the mis- 
chance ! for it must have been composed by the same men who had 
dictated to Sir Geoffrey Fenton that rueful document relative to 
the defeat of Bagnal at Armagh ; and it would have been interesting 
to see how those luckless correspondents had profited by the lesson 
which her Majesty gave them upon that occasion. In those days 
Tir Oen had taught his Irish chieftains how to conquer, but not 
how to turn victory to account : this he had shown himself incom- 
petent to teach. It was something, however, for him to have 
taught, for them to have learned so much, the more so as they had 
learned it thoroughly. O'Neil had rendered notable for ever the 
plashed passes of the Black water ; O'Rourke had made famous 
that defile in the Curlew Hills ; Desmond, and Donell, the Bastard 
Mac Car thy More, boasted of their victory at Barnagletty, and of 
having chased the Lord Deputy and his forces out of Munster ; and 
now another petty Irish chieftain, one of the O'Byrnes, threw a new 
blaze of glory over these mere Irish, which neither Essex could con- 
ceal, nor the Lords exaggerate, nor Camden ignore, nor Cox dis- 
credit. 

" In June," says Cox, " Sir Henry Harrington, and some of his 
young captains, with 600 men left in the Glynns, received a baffle 
from the O'Briens [O'Byrnes] by their own fault, which Essex pun- 
ished by decimation, and the execution of an Irish Lieutenant, Pierce 
Walshe, on whom the blame of that disaster was chiefly laid." 

Camden informs us that " a great defeat was received through 
the cowardice of some under the leading of Henry Harrington, the 
authors whereof he (Essex) punished with the severest discipline" 
The decimation was a gloss of Sir Richard Cox. We have no rea- 
son to believe that Essex committed any act so barbarous. 1 Had the 
Lord Deputy and his 7000 soldiers been scattered by O'Rourke or 
O'Byrne, we might have known no more of his baffle than we know 
of the field of the Gap of Feathers, and the assaults of Desmond, 
and Donell the base son of the Earl of Clancare, upon his retreating 
columns. But the royal arms had suffered too deep a disgrace, the 
faded reputation of Essex had too great need of a scape-goat, for this 
last public scandal to be hushed; hence all the details of this mis- 
adventure of Harrington were written to the Queen, and exist for 

1 Cox was right : Essex wrote, on the the common soldiers all condemned to die r 

11th of July, to the Council, stating that but that most of them had been pardoned, 

Pierce Walsh, Lieutenant to Captain Adam and, for example's sake, every tenth man only 

Loftus, had been executed; the other cap- executed. — Devereux's "Earls of Essex/* 

tains and officers cashiered and imprisoned : vol. ii., p. 51. — Ed. 
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our instruction, and for the better adjusting of the balance in which, 
for 300 years, English historians have weighed the reputations of 
their forefathers and of ours. 

The following are the despatches from Ireland on this occasion, 
now preserved in the State Paper Office : — 

" 1599, June 2. — The Counsaile o/Irelande to the Lls. 

a It may please yo r lis, — S r Henrie Harrington beinge appointed by the 
L. Lieftennant to lye in garrison at Wickloe, in the Byrnes contrey, w*h 
the comaunde of 500 foote, and 60 horse of the ordinarie forces of the 
armie, tooke occasion to m r che from his garrison place upon Monday the 
xxviij of the last moneth, w^ his said companies, and beinge encamped 
neere the Eannelogh; 1 the rebeli Phelim M c Feogh havinge drawen to a 
head a great force of his owne and other traitors at that instaunt, beinge 
the xxix th , sett upon S r Henry and his whole regim* yj % \i all there forces, 
and brake them, w l h a lamentable slaughter of the moste p'te of the com- 
panies of foote, as may appe to yo T lis by his owne Ire written to us 
thereof, the doble whereof wee send herew^ to yo r lis, and have likewaies 
adu/tised the same to the L. Lieftenaunt, who we understand is at this 
p'nte in Mounster, farr absent from this place. Touchinge this desaster 
of Wickloe, wee meane, God willinge, to proceed to a more thorow exami- 
nation thereof, against his L. retorne, to thend that the cheif offendors 
therein beinge truelie discou/ed, his L. may inflict punnishm* accor- 
dingly." 

" The copie of S R Henry Harrington his Ire of the 29 of May, directed to the 
L. Chauncellor, touchinge the overthrowe given to his Regiment by the 
enemy. 

" My good L. — I cannot but w% greef write unto yc Lp of this un~ 
fortunate day. Cominge from our Campe, w^in a myle and a half of the 
greate water, 2 retourninge to o r garizon place, was hoatly pursued by the 
traitors, whose forces weare farr stronger then o rs ; marcheing on o r way, 
all along we entertained skirmishe w l th them, w l h winges of loose shott, 
and w'h o r horse brake upon them twyse; but in thende they joyned bat- 
tayle w l h o rs w'hin a mile and a half of Wickloe, where the most p'te of o r 
men weare lost, many of o r horsemen sore hurte, and throughe the coward- 
lines of o r armed men, that neui wold ones cowche their pykes, or offer to 
stricke one strocke for their lives, do what their leaders cold, who did 
longe abyde yt, untill their men quitt them, and they brought of by the 
horsemen. Noe Cap en lost, but Cap en Wardman; Cap en Loftus hurte in 
the legg, but I hope w'hout daunger; noe men cold serve better then his, 
whitest one man was hable to stand; he lies in the castell of Wyckloe, want- 
inge a good surgion, of w c h I wishe yo r Lp to have care. My nephue 
Montague, w*h his horsemen, served very well, els had yt ben worse then 
yt was, for when their battayle came to joyne w*h o rs , he brake through the 

i Now Ranelagh, anciently the country of proved," and " the Inquisitions" of Wicklow. 
the Gabhal Raghnail. See " Ortelius Im- 2 Now the Owenmore. 



433 

head of them, in w c h himself was stroken in the syde w'h a pyke, and re- 
ceaved two blowes of a sword, so as he gott o r battayle good breath ; yett 
wold they neu/er stand, no r ones tourne a pyke, but p'ntly dispersed, and 
then w fc h his horsemen went up to the coulo rs , being ready to be possessed 
by thenemy, and brought all away w l h their dromes, saue only Cap e . n 
Loftus, the w c h his livetennt brought away w'h himself; and thus I 
humbly take leave. 

" From Newcastell, the xxix th of May, 1599. 

u Yo r Lp. to be comaunded, 

" Henry Harrington. 
" To the right Honnoable my 

very good L. the L. Chauncellor." 

" Cap en Loftus is dead since this Ire, of hurts ree in the ou/throwe. 

44 Geff Fenton." 

u 1599) 13 Junil — M R Ih n Clifford to Cecil, from Dublin. 

" His Lo. (Essex) toke as greate care of the borders, and all other ptes, 
as myght be, both for the defence of the subiecte, as also to offende the 
Rebells, yett we p'vaylle but lyttle, for uppon his Lo. denture from Dub- 
lyn he appoynted S r Henry Harrington w^ fyve hundred and fyftie foote- 
men, and three score and eight horsemen, for the psecutinge of Feaughe 
MXHughe's sonnes, and the rest of the rebells aboute the mountaynes, the 
succomstance of w c h service, I presume, is well knowen to yo r honno r ; yett 
this muche I will make bould to lett you understande, that o r souldyors 
had no soner discovered the enemye, but they were p'sently possessed w*h 
such a feare that they caste awaye ther amies, and would not stricke one 
blowe for their lyves, yett the enemye noe more in number then they were; and 
there the greatest p'te of that number was slayne, w f h Cap en Loftus, the 
Lo Chauneellor's sonne, and Cap en Warmane, yett the enemye was not above 
a dossen horse ; His Lo. did also leave att the newe forte in Leasse 1 fy\Q 
hundred men, and att the forte in AfFally 2 with S 1 ! Edwarde Harbarte 
seven hundred men, yett the ennemye is so stronge that they dare not 
loke out of the forte. Also ther is att Ardey 3 fower hundred men, and at 
Dundalke as many w'h the Lo. Cromewell, wher the Traytors came on 
thursday laste to the very gatts of the Towne, and toke away all the small 
cattle that was there, w^out anye resystaunce." 

1599. July \2th. S K Henry Harrington to S R Robert Cicile. 

" It maie please yo r Honor. My L. Lyvetennt sone after his arrivall here 
dispersed the army into seu/all pts of the Realme, apointing suchecomaun- 
ders as to his L. semed fytt for the prosecution of the service, amongest 
w c h yt pleased his Lp. to apointe me for one to garrizon at Wickloe, ama- 
ryne towne w^in my governem* of the Byrnes, where I was promysed to 
haue vij c foote, and fyftie horsse, of w c h iij c should haue ben old companyes, 
his L. taking a iorney into Mounster, from whence he retorned not in eight 
wickes, and lefte w*h me but iiij or newe companyes, and Gape n Adam Loftus 

1 Now Maryborough. 2 Now Philipstown. 3 Ardee. 
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his company offoote, who weare all Irishe, and most of them lately come from 
the Eebells. My self, w4iout either horsse or foote, or any penny of en- 
tertaynem*, after I had settled all thinges in the garrizon, that weare fytt, 
p'tly to refreishe the soldiors, and exercise them w*h thorder of a campe, 
and to confront thenemy, and for some other reasons for service, I drewe 
them towards the rebells country into the playne some fyve miles, where, 
understanding of all the rebells in those p'ts gathering aheade against me, 
the next daie I rose to march homewards, the rebells lodginge not twoe 
miles from me, as soon as o r men was on foote, they came after me; we 
had not marched a mile but theire shot overtooke us, and entertayned 
skirmyshe w*h us the space of twoe miles, w c h we lightly putt of w*h o r 
horsse and loose wings w*hout the losse of any one man, the rebells battaile 
consistinge about ij c pykes and targatyres, crossed all alongest a bogg, the 
nearest waie to gett a forde in o r highway before us, w c h I pceaving tooke 
w'h me fortie or fyftie muskatyres, and possessed the forde, and lodged the 
shott at rest veary convenyently in a strayte of the high waie, gevinge 
them direction not to dischardg at ones, but by p'ts as they sawe the rebells 
approche. O r battaile and horsse being somewhat farr of, and the rebells 
still comyng on, I sent to them to marche somewhat faster, not only that 
they might w*hout troble passe the forde, but that the horsse might be 
most convenyentlie placed to chardg, but also that the foote might recover 
the rysinge of a hill beyond the strayte, where they might stand in bat- 
taile, and fyttest to send seconds to the Eere, where I had apointed most 
of the comaunders to be, but some loose men of the rebells comynge upp 
before theire battaile above xij score, all o r shott in the rere shott of at 
ones, and so instantly threwe away theire peeces; most of o r men in the 
rere being of Cap en Loftus company, nedd a contrary waie, at this instant 
also Cap en Loftus his Lyvetennt, longe before havinge (unknowen to me) 
quitt his place, came upp to his Captens cullo r and ronne aware w*h them 
on horsebacke towards Wickloe, all his pykes that weare in the battaile 
therew^ brake their ranks and fledd w*h hym, w c h so disordered the bat- 
taile and possessed o r newe men w*h such feare as w*h all that ever I or 
theire Captens could do, could never make one of them ones to turne his 
face towards the rebells. Notw^istanding that o r horsse that weare in the 
Rere charged twyse betweene bothe Battailes, whereby they wonne o r men 
breathe, and ground enough to have better resolved, but they rather took 
that as an oportunyty to stripp themselves, not only of theire weopens, 
but clothes, all w c h course of theire cowardnes is sufficiently proved not 
only by the severall depositions of the Captens, but by triall of the most 
orderly and solempne marshall courte that my L. Lyvetennt had called upon 
yt, and execution done not only upon the lyvetfint; but on dyvers other 
Soldiers for the same, who in their basenes practising amongest them 
selves, one of them in hope by some excuse to save his lyffe by ymputing 
fault in me (as is confessed by some of them since) should say at his 
deathe that he ronne not untill I bid hym shyfte for hymself, but the tyme 
and place beinge dulie examyned was sufficyently proved could not be, 
and where the orriginall cause of this overthrowe began, is at lardg sett 
downe in these severall reports of the Captens theire pnt, w c h I herew*haU 
send yo r hon r . Yet am I comytted and remayne a prysoner w*h the mar- 
shall, never as yet called in question, or any thing obiected by my L. 
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Ly vetnnt against me ; not doubting nowe but his Lp. hathe so iudicially 
harde this cawse what of all sydes is to be chardged, as I shall be restored 
to his favo r , w c h is as much as I desyre, for, as I am w*hout entertaynm*, 
I will so holde me, after thirtie yeres service to have this for a farewell, is 
a iustt ponyshm* layd upon me. My desyre was to have pformed a bet- 
ter daies service, w c h had ben, yf o r men would have stoode. I hyre that 
her Mat ie is mightely informed against me; I doubt not but God will 
rayse me some honno r able frend to move her highnes in my behalf; 1 ever 
depended upon my Lo. yo r father, since I was twenty yeres old, and 
nowe on yo r self : yf I fre not myself of any ymputacon that I shall be 
chardged w*hall for this matter lett me never have yo r hon r favo r . humbly 
beseching that yo u w*h the rest of my good Lords of the councell will 
wryte yo r honno r able Ires hether for my enlardgm* w*hout further dis- 
grace, w c h I shall accompt as yo r hono r most espetiall good favo r to me. 
And so I humbly take leave w*h my prayer to God for yo r helthe, muche 
honno r and happynes. 

" Dublin, the xij th of July, 1599- 

" Yo r Honno r for ever to be cofhaunded, 

" Henry Harrington." 

1599- " Enclosure in July 12. — Captain Linlyne, his Reporte. 

" Thetrew discourse of the sivice at Wickloe — Mundaye, being the 28 
of Maye, Sir Henrye Harrington beinge comand r at Wickloe drew owte 
y e garrison, beinge y e Eegim* of S r Alexand 1 " RatlylF, namelye his owne 
companie, Captin Loftis his companie, Captin Mallerie his companie, Cap- 
tin Lynlye his companie, Captin Wardman his companie, and Captin 
Mountague his horss, leavinge a convenient warde in the churche, wheare 
y e stoare of munition and victuall laye. And this drawinge ou r men into 
order of marche, the strength of foote consistinge 400 and 50 at y e moste, 
and 50 horsse, wee marched directlie towards Randelaugh. 1 When wee 
hadd marched but 6 miles, S r Henrye and \ e horsse being in y e vaunt-garde 
chose owte a place to encampe in, wheare o r baggage was unloaden, and 
o r battle came in and encamped about some 2 or 3 of y c clocke ; the place 
of o r campe was a mile, or something bett r fro y e passage into the Rande- 
laugh, upon w c h forde the rebells hadd fortefied. S r Henry Harrington 
beinge desierous to discover their for tificacion, and theire strength, 
cawsed o r horss to be made redie, and 100 foote, but being otherwise ad- 
vertized by some of y e countrie, the foote steyed in armes, one thother 
syde of y e bogg ; soe he goinge w*h y e horss verie nere y e place discouered 
litle or nothing, but retorned p'ntlie to y e . campe, and drawing towards 
eavenninge we placed o r gards to o r best advantage, and expecting an 
allarm, placed dubble centernells, one the bogg, w*h a stronge garde nere 
them, our skoute of horss being owte, about 11 of y e clock, came in to 
give intelligence, but the ennymie comynge almost as sone as they, gave 
the allarm w*h a value of shott into o r m r kett place, but y* being asswered 
they retyered, and not longe aft/ came againe w*h y e lyke allarm, but 

1 The country of Gabhal Raghnaill was now Anglicized Ranelagh. It is well de- 
the country about Glenmalure, in Wicklow, fined in the " Wicklow Inquisitions.'' 
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stayed not longe, w c h when we saw we strengtened o r gards, and y* rest re- 
treted to their cullors. In y e morninge, aboute 8 of the clock, S r Henrye 
Harrington, yet desierous to take a bett / vew of the forte, comanded y* 
horsmen to be redie, and being asked what foote he would have, he sayd, 
none but Morgh M'Teag's kearne, and 20 of Captin Loftes his shott, w c h 
being made reddie, they went one. All y e Captines goinge w*h him, but Cap- 
tin Wardman and my selfe, and having given order to eu/ie Capt to be in 
aredines uppon any occation, Capt Wardman and I went to my cabbin, 
wheare we sate talking; in y e meane tyme Capt Loftes his ensigne drew 
owte some 40 men one thother syde of y e bogge opposate against y e horss 
w c h at last a souldyer came and towld of all newes, whereof we went forth, 
and seeing them gone a prettie waye, and not knowing wheth/ theire hadd 
byn any furth/ direction gyven by S r . Henrye Harrington, we lett them 
goe, knowing they could not pass but in his sight, w c h, when he sawe, he 
sent a horseman to me to know wheth/ I hadd sent them or noe, and to 
send for them backe; I sent both y* horseman and a footman of theire 
owne companie, p'sentlie came theire Leivtnnt ryding fro S r Henrye, 
as I thought, w*h an^intent to cale them back, and then Sir Henrye him- 
self coming into y e campe, I mett him, and tould him that yf ensignes or any 
oth r officer might take men abroad at theire pleasure yt would brede a 
great disorder; he sayd yt should be punnished wheare y e faulte was 
founde; the horseman w c h I sent overtaking y c ensigne, they began to re- 
torne, but theire Leiutfint comyng to them, toke some 6 or theare abouts 
of them, and sent them over the bogge, steying himself at the boggs syde; 
the rest came towards us; some of the Captins pceyving y e goinge of y e 
men over y e bogge demanded of me what it might meane; considering I 
was sent to cale them back ; I shewed S r Henrye of yt, whoe was verie 
angrie w*h y e Leivtefint, and gtested he would laye him by y e heeles, but 
his Captin went downe to him himself, and y e men having bin over y e 
bogge came to theire Leivtefint againe, and soe they came awaye; the 
sowldgers being comying towards us, the rebells shewed themselves 
one the hill over against them, where uppon ye Leivtefint alighted and - 
went to y e myddest of the bogge, and the Captin he steyed at y e bogge 
syde, the Leivtefint caled to the rebells, and they to him, but yt was soe 
farre fro us as we could not here what was sayd; he stayed not longe, but 
ranne awaye; I asked Capt. Loftis the cawse of theire staye, and he toulde 
me that it was to have spoken w* one Owyn Grane; this Owin hadd bin 
his souldgere, and ran awaie w*h som of his companie; and I must neds 
confess that Capt. Loftis had towld me a daye before that he herde that 
Owin Groane was willing to com in himself, and all his fellows, and y* yf 
we dyd goe abroad, he would gett leave of S r Henrye to p'lye w'h him, 
and soe yf he could bring him in. 

u The 29 th of Maye, S r Henrye Harrington, w*h all y e horsse & some 
foote, w*h all y e captins attending him, went to the topp of the hill w*h 
intent to vew the rebbells strength, as I thought; but being not half an 
hower forthe we were beaton back w*h y e bitternes of the weathj. In our 
reto r ne we discried marching forth of our campe, a myle fro us, to y e nomb r 
of a c. men, as we could judge, being so fare of, marching alonge a bogge 
syde towards y e rebells, w c h was Captain Loftus his men, under y e leadinge 
of his ensigne. At y e sight whereof S r . Henrye Harrington being greeved, 
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sent Ley vtiint Welche to fetche them of, whoe psentlie made towards them 
to doe soe, but when he came theare he made a stand w*h them ; lighting 
of his horse, and in the sight of the wole armye sent some xiij shott of his 
companie over y e bogge to p'ley w*h y e rebells ; being dislyked by all y e 
armye ; at theire retorne, comyng to there Ley veteiint, he standing still by 
himselfe one y e bogg, they p'sentlie dep'ted fro him to the rest of theire 
fellows, w c h stayed all this whyle contrarie directon. And at y e Leyve- 
tennts dep'ture of the bogge, he shaking his hat towards y e rebells, the 
rebells encowntred hit w*h a shott of a peece, and soe came awaye, but his 
staying was soe longe that S r Henrye Harrington sent his Captin to fetche 
him of. Immediatlie after S r Henrye Harrington comanded y e armye to 
marche towards our garryzon, w c h we all dyd; and being by Sargeant 
Maygor putt in battle, aboute a myle of us we sawe the rebells marche 
towards us verie fast, as also a messenger came running, w c h by comandm* 
we stayed his comying ; the p'lye being some quarter of an hower longe 
betwixte S r Henrye Harrington and the messenger. The baggag marched 
awaye, garded w*h y e forlorne hope : I came to y* Sargiant Mayor, and 
tould him I dislyked this longe stey, praying him to gett S r Henrye Har- 
rington awaye, for y* was but a pollecie of the rebells th* they might come 
nere us, for I saw them come fast towards us; w c h being by the S r geant 
Mayo r made knowen to Sir Henrye, we p'sentlie marched awaye, in this 
manner, fowr in a ranke, my sylf comanded to y e vauntgard of the shott, 
but wee hadd not marched a myle, but y e rebells came upp to our Eeare, 
and fell in skirmishe w*h us, w c h was verie well answered of all p'ties; my 
owne p'te I referr to S r Henrye Harrington and the S r geant Mayo T , then 
y e S r geant Mayo r willed me to putt all o r men viij in a ranck, but w*hin 
one half myle further the rebells came so nere us that Captin Mowntague 
charged them and drove them backe to a wood ; but, nevertheless, they 
charged faster & faster, my sylf being in my place appointed, I discryed 
y e rebells battle w*h manye shott uppon o r left hand comying fast towards 
us; I caling uppon S r Henrye Harrington to lett him see them, praying 
him to sende for y e forlorne hope to meete them, and make y e ford good, 
saying to S r Henrye y* we would make the wood good w*h some shott, 
where uppon I sent there seu/all fyles of shott into y e wood to kepe the 
rebells fro hyt, for they would hast unto yt, and at the rebells comying, 
and offering to enter y e wood, the three fyles beate them forth thereof, for 
yf they hadd gott it, yt would have bin y e losse of manye of o r men in 
y* place, and psentlie wee entred y e ford, the enemyes playing verie hotelye 
uppon us w*h shott of the bogge, as also theire battle marchinge over the 
bogge unto a fayre grene close, making hast towards us, at w c h sight S r 
Henrye Harrington comanded me to marche awaye to gett y e topp of y e hill, 
but psently there was a word Turn, Turn for y e honno r of God. I lokeing 
about me sawe Leyvtennt Welsrue one horsbacke, and his cullo" in his 
hand, and one behynde him, when y e rebbells battle was at least vi score 
of us, at w c h sight y e rebbells battle came verie fast upp, and charged us 
in y e reare w*h pushe of pyke, our men comying all one a heape, by reason 
dyvers of Captin Loftus his men quit there places in the battle, seeinge 
theire cullors gone. Captin Katlyff & my sylf doing o r best to make them 
stande, but all in vayne, thoughe I hurte some of o r men, and in thend 
they fledd soe fast y* they threw me under theire feete; the disorder be- 

3 M 
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gynning in y e reare ; at my getting upp I sawe all in great daunger to be 
lost, I made to myxsullors to saue them, but could not gett to them by 
any meanes ; then seeing a gentilman, one M r Bartonn, farr ingaged, my- 
self w*h three pyks charged y e rebbells & brought him of, but when I 
loked for a seconde they were all gone, soe that I was in forced to flye, the 
rebbells having me in chase, & I being in great danger by them, Captin 
Mountague chardged y e rebbells and rescued me, and comanded his Trum- 
piter to take me upp behynde him, and himselfe recovered my cullers : the 
nomber of myne lost is xliiij. Captin Loftus all y* daye never lighted of 
his horsse, nor never drew sword, but his poynarde; his Leyvtennt I never 
sawe untill I sawe him one his horssback w*h his cullers in his hand. 
Captaine Mowntague tould me that he towld Captin Loftus he was 
ashamed to see him kepe his horsse, & willed him to goe to his place 
apointed hime. Leyvtennt Manneringe towld me that some xx or xxiiij 
or theare abouts of Captin Loftus his companie under y e leading of his 
S r geant being appointed for loose shott tooke awaye uppon y e right hand 

( ) hasted all as fast as they could to Wyckloe, o r place of Garrizon, 

when they might done good service in y e reare of the enemy es battayle. 
Sir Henrye Harrington tould me y* Captin Loftus hadd p'ley w*h y e reb- 
bells. 

"As for all y e Irishe men y* came eyth r in companie or under pteccon 
of Sir Henry Harrington, never toke there horsses, nor made any service 
y* daye. In o r Garrizon, ever when anye watch night came w*h Capt 
Loftus his men, I fownd them soe disorderlie and careless of theire duetie 
that I made y* knowen to there Captin at the leaste three seuiall tymes, 
for soe ofte I watched w*h them my self, and Capt n Loftis his answere was, 
that he could not mend y*, for yf he should fynde faulte they would run 
all to the rebbells w*h his armes, and therefore prayed me to rest con- 
tented. 

" The Declardcon of Piers Walshe, LivetenM to Cap m Adam Loftus touch- 
inge S r Henry Harrington's goinge towardes the greate water \ vfh the 
forces^ and of the successe thereof. 

" Upon Monday, the 28 of May, S r Henry Harrington w*h the forces 
of horse and foote under his comaunde, beinge 500 foote and 50 horse, did 
sett forward towards the greate water 1 nere Rathdrom to viewe the scon- 
ces made by the rebells to stope the passadge of that Ryver, and drawinge 
nere the Ryver he encamped w*h the forces at a wast villadge, called Bally- 
sha, 2 w*hin a myle to the Ryver. And after the wache was sett the rebells 
shott played upon the campe, at what tyme S r Henry caused some of the 
forces to put the rebells shott from their standing; that night the rebell 
Phelym M c Feaghe sent a messenger of fris owne, beinge a Rymer, to pray 
S r Henry to forebeare doinge of any hurte to him, and that he wold sub- 
mitt him self to the L. Livetennt. And the next morninge, S r Henry, 
upon intelligence receaved that the rebells weare gatheringe into a heade 
too stronge for him, he dislodged and caused his carriadgs to marche backe 
towardes Wickloe, and himself w*h the forces followed, and ymediately 

1 The aqua magna of the " Wicklow In- with the Owenbeg, unites in the Ovoca. 
quisitions." Now the Owenmore, which, 2 Now Ballyshane. 
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upon his remouv an other messenger came to him from the said tray- 
tor w*h some message, w c h the said Walshe knoweth not, but as he 
very lie thinketh yt was to feede S r Henry w*h faire words untill their 
forces weare. readie to sett uppon him, as might be well gathered by the 
sequell, for, w*hin a small tyme after the rebells w*h their battayle and 
loose wings came in and beganne to skirmishe w*h the forces, whereupon 
Cap en Adam Loftus, w*h his foote companie answered the skirmishe in the 
reare of the battayle, and fought very valyantly for the space of three 
myles, the rest of the companies of foote yeldinge smale help, but onely 
m r ching forward; the rebells pceaving that, did drawe nere w*h their 
maine battayle, at what tyme Cap en Adam Loftus, havinge then taken a 
horse w*h Cap en Mountague, and the horse troupe charged the head of the 
battayl and did passe throwe the same. In w c h chardge Cap en Adam 
Loftus was trust into the legg w*h a pyke, whereof and of some other 
hurte afterwards receaved he died ; ymediatly whereupon the rebells bat- 
tayle joyned w*h o rs , and by reason o r armed men cold not be drawen to 
tourne backe, or to make a stand, and to feight, a greate p'te of the forces 
weare slaine ; and as the said Livetennt doth gather at the least thone half 
did miscarry, amonge w c h companie Capten Wardman is lost, and many 
officers. The rebells contynued this killinge till, they came w*hin half a 
myle to Wickloe, and suche of the forces as escaped gott away disordered 
by footemanship, leavinge their armes behinde them. All the Cap en * 
cullo rs weare brought away by the horsemen, and Cap en Loftus his cullo rs 
and drom weare brought away by the said Levetennt Walshe. What nom- 
ber of the Soldeo rs that came of, and weare not slaine, he knoweth not cer- 
taine, for that they tooke div rs wayes for their safety. 

" Piers Walsh." 

" 1599- July 20th. Privy Council to Essex. 

" Her Ma'ty highlie affecteth somewhat should be don [in the north], 
to pull downe the Tray to rs pryde, that feedeth the rebellion in other parts, 
and gloryeth in his owne security, when those that are but dependers uppon 
him have had so good successe, where yo r Lo. hath not been present. Of 
all w c h he bragges in no small pryde in forraynne p'tes, w c h doth not a 
lytle dysquiet her Mat's mynde; and from w c h he will never desyst untill 
yo r Lo. have undertaken hym : wherein wee must confesse wee wishe all 
expedycon, as that whereon the good of her Mats servyce specially de- 
pendeth. The unhappy chances befallen to Sir H. Harrington to S r John 
Shelton, to S r Thomas Edgerton's regiment, and some other losses being 
dayly multyplyed in other Prynces corts, whence they fly hether, being 
added to that poynt, wch her Ma'ty sty 11 remembreth, &c." 

" 1599. July 25. Essex to the Privy Council. From Waterford. 

" I am nowe hastening backe to Dublyn, but will passe throughe the 
countie of Wexforde, and the Ranelagh, both to give ordre for those 
partes, and to seeke some revenge on those rogues who, in my absence, 
had the killing of o r base, cowardly, and ill guyded clownes. Of w c h de- 
feate because I knowe yo r Lis. are already particularly enformed from the 
counceli at Dublyn, I doe spare to write, but at my retourne I purpose, 
by God's grace, to doe suche iustice as shalbe for her Ma' ties hono r , and 
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make other men hereafter knowe that the iustice of a marshall courte is 
no lesse terrible then the furye of all the rebells in this kingdome. And 
in my passage, if the rebells by this o r disaster be so muche puffed up as 
I heare they are, I hope, by God's fau r yo r Lis shall soone heare that theyre 
pride is but a prepatiue to theyre greater ruine. I am advertised that 
they have drawen to them, besydes the forces of Donnell Spaniaghe and 
the Cavanaghes, and Feagh M'Hughe's sonnes, and the Mountayne galli- 
glasse, all the force of the Moores and Conners, & of Tyrrell w*h his 
bonaghtes. 

" Surely this blowe cannot so muche appall o r base new men, as it 
dothe inflame the harts of o r comaunders and gentlemen of qualitie, whose 
forwardnes I shall haue no lesse labo r to restrayne, then to encourage and 
bring on the meaner sorte." 

" 1599- June 30. Jomsr Clifford to Cecyl. 

" It is thought his L. (Essex) will come homewardes throwe the 
Glynnes in Feaughe M 'Hughes Countrye, wher the Traytor" have prepared 
for hym, and doe geve it out that they will fight w*h hyme, if his L. 
come that waye. But I cane assure yo r Hono r if his L. goe to Dungannon 
as is expected, he wilbe as well fought w*hall as euer he was in his lyfe, 
for ther is neither wante of men, municon, nor willinge mynds to fyght, 
yett I doe assure myselfe that they will neuer mette his Lo in the playnes. 
Tyron is now in campe harde by the Newrye att his old campinge place, 
and hath brought all his creatts w*h him, and is determyned to come neare 
to Dundalke, wher he meaneth to campe till the L. Leiftennts cominge 
into those p'tes, he is both proude and stronge, yett I doubte not if it 
please her Ma'tie to loke to it in tyme, but she may easely plucke downe 
his pryde, otherwise it wilbe to latte, for the kingdome is almost all ou r 
rune alredye, wherof as yett I see noe hope of recou/ye, we loose by them 
eu/y daye both men, goods, and lands, and we neu/ gett any thinge from 
blowes; and ther number encreaseth daylye. Sir John Shelton lyinge in 
Garryson att a place called Ardey, w*hin tenne myles of Tredathe and un- 
derstandinge of the enemies comyinge into the countrye did drawe out 
certayne of Cap en Warrens and Cap en Moore's horsemen ; and as soone as 
eu? he did discouer the enemies horse, he chardged them verye unad- 
visedlye, and they gave waye p'sentlye, and drewe hym into ther Am- 
bushe, wher he hymselfe was slayne, and seven or eight of the horsemen 
hurte and killed. To wryte of anye killinge done uppon the enemie I 
cannot, for w c h I am verye sorye." 1 

1 A curious pen-and-ink picture map of in advance, is seen debouching on the high 
Harrington's defect is preserved in the MS. road (N. N.), and engaged with the " loose 
Library of Trinity College, Dublin. It is shott" of the Irish. The English skirmishers 
apparently the work of Captain Montague, subsequently lodged to secure the passage of 
the commander of the " Horse troupe ;" and the river, but without avail, are indicated at 
measures 1 foot 3 inches by 1 foot. On the P ; and the flank attack of the Irish " Bat- 
reduced fac-simile, which we append to Mr. taile," whereby the English column was bro- 
MacCarthy's paper, the positions of the va- ken and pursued along the high road to 
lious explanatory inscriptions are referred to Wicklow, with the ineffectual charges of the 
by letters. The map represents, at one view, English horse, the flight of Loftus's company, 
several phases of the affair. The head of and other incidents of the right, are also 
Harrington's "Battaile." with " loose shott" shown. — Ed. 
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EEEEEENCES TO THE IJSTSCEIPTIONS ON OEIGINAL MAP. 



S R Hen: Harbingtons Deeeate neeke vnto Wjckxoe: anno: 1599. 

Gr. Erom this Mountaine came the Eebbels sliott downe all alongst this 
bogg side. 

H. Along this waie the Eebells loose shott plaied vpon ours. 

I. Heer plaied our loose shott to aunswere theirs. 

EEEE. This waie came the Eebells Battaile to the greene close and so 
turned downe to the highe waie. 

E. On this side the Eiuer came their loose shott to the foorde likewise. 

P. Heer laye our shott at rest. 

OOO. The execution was don vpon our men alongst this highe waie by the 
Eebells Battaile in grosse w ch by strenghe thei putt me from. 

KK. This waye went Cap n Loftus his men to Wickloe whoe neuer weere 
followed. 

D. Heer I charged w th the horse into the high waie. 

C. Heer our horse charged betweene the Battells againe and I fetched of 
Cap n Atherton with some 22 Horse. 

B. Heer brake our Battaile and heere fell downe all our collors and Cap: 
Lynley to this Bogg, w ch I brought of with 12 horse being prose- 
cuted by 100 foote and 7 horse and putt them to Monishorle. 

A. At this round feild the horse charged the Eebels all the foote hauinge 
recouered into Monishorlee, and gott a horse from them. 

L. Monishorlee. 

M. A highe waie towardes the Sea. 

N1ST. The highe waie from Eanelagh to the Eoorde. 



